FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE            n
Nightingale was a scholar, and, unlike most men
of the early nineteenth century, he firmly be-
lieved in a liberal education for girls. He started
his daughters on a course which included Greek
and Latin, French and Italian3 history and
mathematics ; they also found time for music and
drawing lessons, as well as for deportment and
dancing, and sewing and fancy work of various
kinds.
Florence was a reflective child, and at an early
age she became the chosen companion of her
father. With his encouragement she read widely,
and she learned from him about such subjects as
the great Reform Bill, the abolition of slavery,
the conditions of poor-law relief, the disabilities
of the Catholics., Lord Shaftesbury's agitation for
factory legislation, the revolutionary movement in
Italy, the rise of Louis Philippe, etc. Mr. Xight-
ingale was an ineffective man in many ways, with
strong views which he did little to advance. In
1829 ne was appointed High Sheriff of Hamp-
shire., an. office which he filled competently
enough, and six years later he stood as a Parlia-
mentary candidate, in the Whig interest, for
Andover, Electors in those days, however, ex-
pected to be paid for their votes, and since his
Unitarian principles did not permit him to in-
dulge in bribeiyr, he never achieved his ambition
of taking his seat in the House of Commons.
Life for Florence consisted of more than study
and discussion of social and political move-
ments with her father. Mrs. Nightingale loved